CORX

Jan. 2, 1946

Mr. Frank M. Irving
Pamplin, Va.

Dear Mr. Irving:

I am in receipt of your letter of Deec. 24, and I
hasten to reply for I can well understand how very
anxious you are.

It is true that I wes pilot in one of the ships
which participated in the mission on lsst Jume 9.
Two flights took off on that mission, and there
were four ships in each flight. Your son was
leading the first flight. The weather was par-
ticularly bad that day — thiek fog hung along
almost the entire route to the target area. The
second flight was umeble to remsin in contact
with our flight due to the very limited wisability,
to

ern Kuriles. That was the first time that U. 8.
Army planes had attacked that particular islsnd,
and I might add that it was the last time. As

I said, we had flown through demse fog practieally
all the way, but true to the unpredietability of
the weather im the Northern Paeific, when we pass-
ed Paramushiru we found that it was entirely clear
on the west gide. BSinece we still had about ten

minutes flying time before reaching our target, 1
- we would be attacked by fighters
out of there. Our four ships were

escape deteetion if pomsible. We reached Arsido:
spotting any fighters, made our respective
bomb runs, and got out as quickly as poseible. As
we left, we could see farily good sized fires which
our bombs had started. Almoet immediately after
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we got back into formation, my co-Pilot spotted
fighters closing in on us from. the
eagt. We were flying & left echelon which made
the gme on all of ocur four ships effective
gainst the Japs who were coming in from our
right. There were nine fighters counted by the
men on my crew, and the aerisl combat last
probably elght to ten minutes. Due to the fact
that we were so outnumbered, we were forced north
of cur proposed route home, making it necessary
for us to ecross the southern tip of the Russian
penninsula. In spite of the moral obligatiom
which the Russians should have had toward us for
all the help this ecountry has extended, they were
neutrals in the Japanese war at the time, and
apparently the Russian gunners had orders to fire
at any snd sll planes seen in that territory.
At any rete, they opened fire, and consegquently
we were drawing flre from both the ground and
from the Jap fighters which were still with us.
I doubt, Mr. Irving, whether any man living ean
pay definitely whether it was the Japs or the
Russians who were directly respomnsible for the
death of your son snd the rest of the men on
his erew. As you cen understond, things were
heppehing terribly fast at the time, and, as I
said, we were being fired upon by both. Sudden-
1y the upper turrei of Ed's ship burst into flame
and it immedistely went ocut of montrel. It was
only & matter of seconds until the ship had
crashed, so there was no time to get & radio

message out.
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I've told you 21l that is known of the tragedy that

day Mr. Irving. I would like to be able to tell
more, but in the Air Forces, when death strikes
it usuelly happens so fast that all of the circum-

stances ars never known., Your son was s fine Pilot

énd he had an excellent crew, Eo you can be sure
that everything humanly poessible was done to pre-
vent the loss. I might be interesting to you to
know that two of the Jap fighters were downed that






