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                     Photo of Lt. Guerin after completing his tour of 25 Missions.

                            (Photo courtesy of Mr. Richard “Dick” Guerin)
AN EIGHTH AAF BOMBER COMMAND STATION, ENGLAND
      The man who led this Eighth Air Force Flying Fortress group over the target on some of the toughest and most important raids yet flown has completed his twenty fifth mission and is now waiting for his next combat assignment.

      He is 1st Lt. Horace R. Guerin, 23-years-old, of 9 Argyle Terrace, Irvington, N. J. Guerin, holder of the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the DFC, flew his twenty five missions as bombardier on the B-17’s “Lil’ Operator” and “Sugar Puss.” 
                                    A/C 42-30427 GL-W “Lil’ Operator”
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                                        A/C 42-3287 GL-O “Sugar Puss”
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      Rated a lead bombardier for his squadron he was also lead bombardier for this group on the history making raid on Marienburg, Germany, the deepest penetration into Germany yet made by the AAF, as well as the raids over Vitry, France, Brussels and Antwerp, Belgium, Wilhelmshaven and Munster, Germany.
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      “Being a lead bombardier is a heavy responsibility,” Lt. Guerin said today.  “The whole group depends upon you hitting the target.  If you miss others are going to miss too.  If you hit the whole group is going to be on the ball.  I’ve been very lucky in that respect.  The majority of the bombings have been very good as far as results are concerned.  When everything works out according to plan we always hit the target.  Under other conditions results are very good too, but allowance must be made for poor visibility and other factors.”  
      Out of his experience of the past four months, Lt. Guerin has formed some definite opinions on the value of bombing.

      “I think that good bombardier’s in good bombers are going to do more toward winning this war than anything else,” Lt. Guerin said.  “Bombing is really an effective instrument of warfare, no question about it.  It’s the only way to get in and knock out the enemy supplies and ammunition.  Once we’ve done enough of that the end will be in sight.  An Army can’t fight when it’s supplies and ammunition have been bombed out of existence.”
      In his string of twenty five missions, the raid over Kiel stands out in Lt. Guerin’s mind as his most harrowing.

      “The whole formation just got shot to hell,” he said.  “The lead ship was shot down and there was flak all over the place.  There must have been at least 100 fighters up there at us at all times.  The only time I’ve really been scared, though, was on the Munster raid.  The flak was as heavy as it could be.  It seemed to be walking right up at us.  I kept wondering whether it would walk into us.”
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         A/C 42-37852 GL-T, Lt. Guerin flew on this A/C on 11 Nov’43, Munster Raid

      The raid on Marienburg was one of Lt. Guerin’s big moments.

     “We fooled the German’s completely,” he stated. “Caught them absolutely off guard.  They never thought we’d go in that far. The visibility was perfect.  I could see the target from twenty or thirty miles away.  We took our time and went down to 11,000 feet to bomb.  It was a good run.”
      “A good bomb pattern gives me the biggest thrill in the world.  It makes you feel as if it’s all worthwhile, every part of it, even the danger and shock part of it.  Over Marienburg the bomb pattern was perfect.  You couldn’t ask for anything better.”

      Lt. Guerin still doesn’t know how he feels about finishing his tour of operations in the ETO.  “It’s still too early in the game for me to feel anything about it except that I’ve been very lucky,” he said.

      He hopes to go back to the States for pilot training.  After that he’d like an assignment to another theater. 
      RELEASE: Irvington (N.J.) Herald

PHOTO CREDITS:

“Lil” Operator” taken by Lt. David “Dave” S. Benson, Lt. Guerin’s Co-Pilot.

“Sugar Puss”, Marienburg and Vitry combat photos courtesy of Mr. Richard “Dick” Guerin.
“The Pay Off” from “Lingering Contrails of The Big Square A” by Mr. Harry E. Slater, Pilot of Crew 12, 331st Squadron.

